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The First Hundred Thousand.
Transport Union’s Marvellous Growth in 
Every Industry and

-4

in Every Sphere.
i- - ‘i- s. .

»>

We publish this Aveelc the result-s^ of the 
census of membership talceca by the I.T.
& G.W.TJ. for SOth June, 1919. The fig. 
ures will affoi'd rnueh food for thought tc 
members of the iJnion and rH out.side its 
ranks who take aji interest in the pro" 
blem of Labour organisation, whether 
from the viewpoint pf friend or foe.
■ If unity is strength, then this comhina- 

■ tion of 110,000 woncers, orga.nised as v’or- 
kers, -without distinction as to occupation 
represents sti’ongth.of a.- degree and of 
kind hitherto unknown in the annals o 
Irish Labiour,

The O.B.L^. is in. the making, and wit! 
this combination, since swollen by many 
thousands, we can. fairly claim that the 
foundation at least has hoefi laid.

it remains for. the 'spirit and intelli
gence O'f all concerned to malce the super, 
structure worthy of the foundation, and 
to see* that the internal organisation, is in 
keeping with -the splendour of its outward 
form,

A few points of note are:— ■ ;
_ Tha;t the membership of the food 6®c-- o -i v 

tion exceeds the number of those i
gaged in industries by more than two55’^ _y“^’ds 
to one, the number engaged in 
l>ori; by more than three to one, the| stonecutters 

, number engaged' in public iorvicesvarious kinds -'hy elev'^eh to one. jrorestry and woods ,
That the I.T. & G.W-.IJ. is easily foundries

"■ Iron ore miners

of any nation to unionise and to 
, 'confirm their entry into the labour mpvo- 
(' mont by naUon-'wdde, victories in" their 
(''wages' movements. Ireland’s load in 
([this movement will bo a signal encour- 
1 agement to those in Europe and Amorioa 

yyg' ,who ate seeking to bring the land-work- 
Q3Q ’ ,srs into line with their comrades of tho 
412' itowna. ' • "
-----[ I Tho national significance of tho land-

28911' (workers’ rally to the Iled„Elag is that
-------- 1 ftho las t isubject class, the'-r-usal prole-

,' tariatj has awakened to tho failuro of its- 
5„-i 4001(5 (ill Piisb generations. Out of a

56 ([century of political progress, 'in whicli 
111( Oatholio lawyers, doctors, and profea- - 

jsional men ob-tainod citizenship and 
ilucrative positions, in which the farmers 
)fii«t became dual owners, and then, on 
ithe credit of the Irish nation, became 
(owners of tlie soil, the laboiucrs as a 
'class brought nothing.
'. They see now that the’os.sential free
dom to he won is industrial freedom, and 
'that national independence on'f^^pital- 
[ist basis may be as delusive a benefit as 

101 Catholic Emancipation proved to bd,
22 ( giving with ono hand and taking witli 

24001 ’the other, more than was given.
' [The Pioneers, '

2044 C Looking back on the years of struggle, 
the debt of Ireland -bo the pioneers be- 

211 iComes clear. To Larkin, the founder; -to 
•18' (Connolly, the architect; to the faitliful 
901 (dockers of Dublin, Belfast, "Wexford, and 
°8'(91igo, -who bore the brunt of tlio battle ■

_____hProm 1909 to 1916, the Union in its
68940 i dei'elopment owes its growth and

*■* _____['.very existence.
' Our homage, tl^n, to the., pioneers! 
'May tho new men'and women who have 

lino -with them ^irove worthy 
1 19' 'of their suffering and sacrifice.

CENSUS OF UNION MEMBERSHIP,
As at JUNE 30th, ,1919.

Transport and Fuel, Tradesmen
8750 Casual labourers 
130b Factory workers (unclassified) ... 

462
Total, .

Docks 
Radways*
Canals 

^ Seamen 
[ Carters, vanmen a'nd porters 
Tramways 
Motor drivers

SO • ««
4413

163 Food.
ft- Agriculture (all classes) 

Gardening 
Seedsmen 
Creameries 
Dairies 
Herds 
Drovers
Egg and poultry trade 
Baooh factories 
Butchers (beef and poik) 
Bakeries (including breadvan 

drivers)
Coni aiid-llour mills and stores ... 
Groceries and wines 
Margarine mald-ng

oann making
Ho-tels and restaurants 
Breweries, distilleries a-ncl malt- 

_ houses
Mineral water works 

2123 Salt works 
Tobacco works 
Chocolate and sweets 
Fishing'
Cold storage 

4o

322
Tractor drivers - 

[Road workers 
Turf
Coal (including miners) 
Oil
Others

• ••

3169 • » »

216 21222427« » » 552134 331778 420• •• « • •
033Total 17198 • • •

859
92(5

• t •

Industries. 1410
321(5
1411

166

premier Union, for farm labourers, who. . , .... ,
complotely outnumber the membership,
of every kier occupation, if we —
to their total of 40,000 a certain nuniberi '4? -f,

' of casual labourers and road-workers, 5 ^ .
- the total will iiot be far short of 50,000.1^,1“-' '

which figure has in fact lieen oxceedetlSU^ workers 
«inc«thS census was tak«. Z 

That mere size is net 0Terything.5«“tf3/“‘">'»
■ Somo of,the smaller sections,-.?iich a.'|-tt -1 f, 

drovers, occupy key positions, and their}
'"value to the Union is much iA excess

■ the weiglit of their numbers. iSnfnnrl .Wn.nh-.'i'.-rv.
. That the value to the'older estabn [|°J^e^f £ 

lished Unions, m'ostly catering for town (’qV- 
ivorkers, of tW increa-sed wgaiusatior,

ceeds at this pace the supplies of '«ec(labour will be 8eriously..e£cfangered. ( ^
That the Union-is like a tree ’'vhosei 

roots are so widespread and grip everyi 
variety of soil that it' cannot be 'Up-irooted' by-force oroutivard attack. ’ Stationery

■Ilwttha O.B.T;. is ceasing tc be an- iSSS. ® 
nonaeitilo theory and is fest becoming a-,

LEaviNC-CRAFT BAKDS BEHIND.-
The grow-th of the Union aU mere nniii-i ,p'1 V hers alone would require a readjustments eiccfciieity

of outlook on the iiart of all it3.m<mi-( 
hers. , But the growth is also a rea.-ohinip< 
out towards the real. Industrial Union.* 
and members, iieiv android, if they 
to mas-ber the machine -fcliey are creating 
must study tlie theoiy on which it hais 
been built. , . .

A large part of tlie membership is 
drawn from local trad© unions in the 
towns, and from defunct Land and Lab
our organisations iu the country. These 
iliiemhers have in many instances carried 
oyer into the One Big Union the narroiv 
vi.sion of the craft union and the 
paroeliial outiciok of the County Associa
tion'. ’ '

They have seen in the I.T. & G-.W.U. 
a more, efficient iiistriiment_ _for'^i^Mng 
wages, -"but the-y have not I’oalifed gonuIii« 
sohdarity nor .in their omi hrancties and 
sections have they o-dapted their methods 
|c» fit in with the development of the 
Union.
Internal Reotifioation Needed.

. On© exaimple from Dublin maY b'e niep- 
tioned. In the leather industry there 
are separate sections for 
Boot and Shoemakers and Repairers,

Saddlers and Harness Malcers.
Driving Belt Makers,
Rortm'anteau Makers.

-. Tanners and Curriers..
• In 8.0 'far as the first four seetiioin.s tend 
|o over-lap on one another tliere should 
^ a close oorrespondence., and perlurps 
jn good, time a complete identity in or
ganisation.

Some of these flections belong to No. 1 
Branch and others to No. 3 BrgncK. In 
the process wf develOdMuent suon. an..

1044
148
612
892

Total,

Miscellaneous.25
^80 Clerks

School teachers 
7^ Shop assistants 

Domestic workers 
> b (c Travellers and agents 

0-0 Insurance 
806 Ro.stnic-n 
33 Public bodies 

••42 Cemetery workers 
10 Undertakers and coffnmakers 
6 Theatres 
^ Picture houses 

178 Piano, tuners
cleaners

1()U Grooms 
344 Barbers 

1039 Ot'icrs

255• ••■ .

80
77

On OTHER PAGES51
1335
268
14.5
430 EVACUATE!
267
83
87 'SHIPPING OWNERS’ SOCIAL 

: SABOTAGE.8(5
711

312
THE LUST RATION.165 Total, 5703943

Grand Total ARMED BURGLARY,no,752*'V* a«

Jottings from Ulster^omalies are bound to occur, hut they down the country the Union provides 
must not be mode permanent or allovyed the means of linklAg them together, and 
to permeate -the Union mth the spirit levelling up conditions.
Ol-sln s*m?‘bv m-tetrv No.longor is it, necessary for a man to
organising ny influstry. -i-ui submit to sweating and oppression

A marked tendency , m tW «toW.ek- simply because be trorks fa a small S n,

remote from bis fellow-craftsmen “in the 
towns.
Town and Country at One.

Of old, the town-worker -was always 
threatened 'hy the competition of the 
organised workers of the country, who, 
under pressure of want, came flooding 
into the towns, willing to work at any 
price, and to endure the most fearful 
conditions in workshop or homo if they 
could but live.

The situation is changed now, thanks 
to the I.T. and G.W.U. Before the Re
bellion, the call to Iri.sh labour to as
sume the role designed for it by the 
course of historical evolution ha-d not 
been heard outside the towns. As our 
figures prove, rural Ireland is (solidly or
ganised, and by Uio training and discip
line of tho class struggle bids fair to pro- 
-yide the most reliable battalions of 
labour’s army.
Whore Ireland Leads.

Tliis fact has an international, no loss 
than a national significance. The Irish 
land-workcr-s have .been the first land-

The Home-made Article.
Belfast, with all its proud -boasts oif 

material prosperity, its power in tho in- 
dustiial world, its belief in the home- 
maaiufoctured article (providing it's 
cheap), is represented in its Ooiporation 
by men who, as was shown during the 
week, were not much concerned, about 
the homo workers, hut had given a con
tract -to an English firm for 60 tra-moars.

A deputation consisting of D. R. Caonp- 
l>ell, Trades*Council; Wm. Boyd, Ooacfi^ 
builders; and Mr, Malin, Electricians, 
brought the matter so ably before tho 
hoary-headed denizens of the City Hall, 
pointing out we had the plant and fclio 
capable workmen, that tho hearts of tho 
City. Fathers were touched, or iierliaps 
it’s bwauso elections loom near. How
ever, in future, loss cars arc to bo im- 
purted from England; the plant at homo 
is to be enlarged; more local men are to 
bo employed, and Belfast men and women 
ride in the Belfast built car. If 
deputation our three-•friends were suc- 
ocssful in securing this, hoav much moro 
successful would they be in looking to 
the interest of the workers as recognised 
members of the City • Council, and we

meat of industral councils, 
ample, each creamery in the South of 
Ireland is represented on the Creamery 
Workers’ Council, which controls the 
labour in the oo-operativo creameries in 
Ooiinties Lmerick, Cork, and Tipperary. 
Road-minders, the most’ numerous class 
of workers employed by county councils, 
are acting similarly. A roadmen’s council 
■for Co, Limerick 
week. Co, Roscommon hast'^een. moving 
in the' same direction.

Joint action®in formulating claims is 
increasingly adopted. Tho flour and grist- 
milling trade has been organised nation
ally by tlie Union. Owing to the small 
pumhers employed in the lesser mills 
scattered over all Ireland, delegaito con- 
•jforences wore Irapossiible, but through 
tho Union machinery the actual position 
of the workers was ascertained, dema-nds 
formulated, nationally, discussed locally, 
and finally agreed to after conferences 
witli the empoyers.
The maivIdUal and the Orewd.
- No matter how few practitioners of a 
tradej or how much s^oa^teted up and

lUl-

was set up the other

as a
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September 13th, iQig,THE VOICE OF LABOUB.i

The Workers’ Republic.
The great only appear great because we are on our knee*?

LET US RISE.
E^pt, Siberky Syria, Hungary. 
Futime, .. all these are trukT^’ 
tongued witnesses against Wils<»i 
their testimony .is accepted in Irhand 
By the. way, is the League of Natio ‘ 
going to settle the negro question in the 
States; the Mexican-question, the Phil 
I'ipine question, or even the question oi 
Dehs and the political prisoners? 'What 
IS the Independent’slittle ^me. 
anyway ? ^

•IRISH OPINION* Saturday
Tblrteenlli'

SEPT.,
, 1919.

i1be mmm Fsilurs
The onistanding event in the week’s 

news of the world of Labour is- the fail
ure of the Triple,-:Alliauce on direct ac
tion. Explain ilT away as they may, 
apologists for the AlHashee cannot escape 
from the fact. The Tiiple Alliance lex
ers have run away from their own iwliey 
and tiieir own promises. They have^ not 
had the courage to challenge the British 
Government to 'battle on gi-ound which 

all the chances to the Alliance.

K ALL-IRELAND LABOUR WEEKLY.
iig

EVACUATE.
there !s one oaw«« wdf nnSy one cause The second Fs that Ireland 5s now and 

for the hrutal and savage action of a has been for a long time under such for- 
number of British soldiers at Inchicore ciMe, unwelcemed and armed military oc-

cispation, and wanton outrage, unpro-
That action has its root in tho same voked brutality, and cold-blooded murder 

the bloodthirsty murder of on the part of the soldiery are Inevitable
and to be expected.

Tho American Soolalists.
The meagre news from H.SA.. 

only a, hint of what .happened at the 
Special .Oongi-ess t)f the Socialist Party, 
o-f America, held at the end'of the month 
It is clear, however, that the final breach 
in. the Party has Been made. The Centre 
holds on to the party machinery, press 
©to. As their own seceding Communist 
Party section foretold, the Left Wing 
was prevented from seating its delet 
gates, and, therefore, also from conquer
ing the_ Party. Whether it will now- 
unite with, the-Communist Party is not 
yet known, bnt that-the famous S.P. bos 
broken up into its constituent elemente 
is tile groat fact that emerges. At the 
close of the convention we note that the 
S.P. issued a call for an Inteimatioimi 
Congress to be held in America, The 
terms of this call are not at all clear, 
except that it would exclude the 
Scheddemann-Renaudel elements fii 
Europe. But we can hardly believe that 
the Ameidoan Socialists really .hoiue for 
an International Congress in the States.. 
Their own present circumstances will 
hardly commend them 
Had this eall from America

gave
That is what the decision to postpone 
the question of taking a ballot until 
after the, Briti^ Trade Union Congress 
meet® means. It is a sorry ending to' 
all the fine words the leaders of the Al
liance have been . spouting for several 
months. It may be true, as is liinted, 
that the ballot would have gone against 
direct action. Even if it had, Uiat would 
have shown cleaily where the weakness 
lay. But the leaders didn’t wait for. 
that. And now 'we learn that at last 
week’s meeting the minens’ delegates, as 
a 'block, would have vo-ted for, but .whqn 
they were left free to vote as individuals, 
thby voted against, .The result: hearty 
congratulations from Arthur Henderson 
and the capitalist press; This ought to 
please Bob Williams, Bob Smillie. and 0. 
T. Cramp. But the working-class in 
Great Britain, it would seem, must look 
elsewhere for salvation. 

iphe Test comes to Frunce.
' - The English leaders and the English 
majority have failed and fallen before 
the -test,. What of the French leaders 
and the.French majority? This month, 
too, will show what stuff they are made 
of when • the two great national cou- 
gi’esses of the C.G.T. and the Socialist 
Party are’■fco be-held. Alrmdy the C.G.T. 
leaders arerirying to explain away theii 
attitude‘ during the war. They know 
they •win have to face the musio when 
their congrass meets. The big issue to, 
he decided at Congress is plain and 
straight: .evolution or revolution. It is 
too early yet to forecast the result of the 
Congress, hut it is a certainty that the 
revolutiona^ Left is gi’owing in boldness 
and-numerical strength, and will make it 
hot for. the'present leaders. At the 
Oongreas of the Socialist Party the di- 
■viding line will be the attitude ■of the 
Party to- the Third International, and 
the. position of the party deputies-who 
were out and out jingoes. The debate 
ivill be more than ordinarily lively, and 
the paoe_ be made- by the Bolshevist 
Left, At’ the second Congress of the 
Seine section o-f the Party the division 
waa^ clear cut, Longuet and the Centre^ 
again caiuied the day with a big major
ity, But the significant thing was that 
the Left, mino-nity was almost as istr-ong 
asriheTRight -minority. At the National 
Congress the Seine section. wiH he 
presented hy twenty-six delegates of 
Longuet’s-Centre, five Right delegates, 
and fonr-Lrft. The section is strong 
against coalition with liourgeois parties, 
and is refusing to put forward again the 
jingo depilties in the forthcoming lelec- 
tions.
Trouble Brewing.

Some of .these fine days the tro-ubles 
•brewing now in France will come to a 
^ea,d, .and there will be an explosion.
A vigorous minority in the Chamber has' 
'strenuously-opmsed -Uie Peace Treaty of 
Versailles. M. | Jndet, ex-edi-for of -tlie 
ultra..nationa.li3l “ L’Eclair,” and . other 
prominent’ politicians are charged with 
treasonable commun-ioatioii with the 
enemy during tlie war. A good deal of 
this is, of course, Olemenceau’a, election-' 

-eering, .but it all forecasts a great deal 
of washing ■of dii'ty linen 'in the next 
few months. Better still, the continuous 
mutinies in the Army show the gro-wdng 
discontent. Tlie^ sharp difference with 
England over Sjuda and Persia indicate 
coming rifts in tlieAllied lute. The fre
quent references M. Albert Thomas, riie 
Socialist ex-Minister of Munitions, 
makes to Ireland are significant, • And 
the proclamation of the most extreme 
degree of martial law against th^ strikei’s 
in. “ libera'fced ” Alsace-Lorraine is a 
stiw -showing whldi way the wind is 
blowing. 'Will France rise to the 
sion and make an end of all this? 

Speli-binder Again,
Foillowmg, as usual fie lead of the 

English Press, .the " Independent ” has 
ditsctovered a momentous pronouncement 
in favour of Ireland in Presideift Wil
son’s -speech- on the League of Nations 
iMt week. Ireland is to be settlied by 
;me i^ague of Nations. Goid kelp 
But it won’t work. In Ireland, at 'all 
oventsj the people ai’e not -to bo put off 
by Wiipn’is at-fompt fo repeat on them 
the tricks Asquith and Lloyd Georgs 
fied ISO often and tried in vain. 'Wilson 
IS an exploded bubble, and ©vei’ybody 
knows it. Nobody in Ireland looks for 
a^ttong from the vain peacock who 
thought he would go . down to liistory as 
the sairtour of humanity, and is really 
go:^ down as the gimtetsb fraud and 
failure lof his time, Snantung, Hot'Ca,

last Saturday.

thing as
young Wiurphy at Gian, CO', Clare, some

The remedy is net to seek out and 
punish the murderers; they are but part 
of the machine.

The remedy is not to deplore antf con-

weeks ago.
The unrestrained riot at Fermoy last 

F^onday springs from the same source.

r..?r.rs -

The remedy is^not to preach and prattle 
against the repetitiwi of such acts : they 

the regular and continuous accom
paniment of the forces which commit

country by the armed forces of 
British crown.

Mr. Maopberson may make excuses, 
icrd French may make excuses.
Lloyd George may make excuses. Com- 
mailing Officers and crown lawyer^ may

Press and pulpit and The remedy is not to take an eye for;
an eye and a tooth for a tooth, nor yet 
is it to suffer these things meekly «nd 

° to tUm the other cheek for other blows.

Mr. are

them.
-.-is'- make excuses, 

platform may make excuses.

But all excuses are vain.
Just so much wind, so many puerilo apo 
logies, au much camouflage. The remedy, the one and only remedy,

Against them all wd assert tvro definito is: the .complete evacuation of this
country by these troops and by all troops 
engaged ih the same service.

They are
as oon-venera.

come -a y-ear 
ago, o-r even,nine months ago, it Might 
have been answere-d from Europe-, -and: it 
might have helped -to build np a real 
International. But not to-day.
"New Ireland’s” Reply.

One of several things we have •wept 
over in H-ela-nd is the eemmo-n habit of 
•mls-interpreting the pilinted word. 
Something is printed in a paper, and 
pezkaps not less than one.half ■of those 
who feel ‘themselves moved to comment 
on it read into lb something different 
fi^m what it says, and go on to answer 
M-me'point that has not been raised at 
all. That has been the fate of oiu’ re
cent criticism of Bail Eireann at the 
hands of " New Ireland.” As our z’e^- 
ers ought to remember, we criticised 
Bail Eireann for (X) making a party oi- 
gah'isation its mouthpiece, and for (2) 
not letting the public know whether ade
quate diecussion, and, if so, of what 
standard, is 'given to the measures 
passed by the Bail. So> here comes along 
"New L’eland” with the discovery:(I (

■, and irrefutable things;
The first is that outrage, brutality, and 

open, cold-blooded murder are inevitable
the military forces of one sure and certain, the onfy just remedy

The remsdy, the one and only, the one
vrherever
country arc iifforciblo, armed, and un- is: EVAGUATIOH BY THE ARMY OF 
welcomed occupation of another country. OGCUPATION*

SHIPPING OWNERS’ SOCIAL SABOTAGE.
It was made abundatltly clear that any 

further advance to the men employed in 
■fche cros'S-Channel traffic would- he sub
ject to whatever national agreement was 
ultimately reached on the general port 
workers’ claims, which have already been 
•the subject of a p'reliminary ^scussio-n 
between the various parties . interes'ted 
through the Ministi’y of Labour.

Greater than 1913.
Our -poiSition, thei'efore, is perfectly 

clear and well defined. We have strained 
every effort to avert a ci’isis, bu-t so far 
the adamaoitiae attitude of those in ship
ping circles haa made it quite impossible 
for us to save the situation in the inte
rests of the city and the country gener-

■^nless wiser counsels prevail hetw’eon 
now and the nex-fc couple of weeks, when 
the look-Out notice expires, 
gi’eater labour war than that O'f 1913 will 
eventua'fce.

The Dublin Sliipping Federation must 
accept responsi'bjli'by for tliis campaign of 
social sabotage jus-b about to be released 
at last from the stocks.

Shall if be war?

The Dublin Shipping Federation are 
evidently out for blood, ^ Bemuse a small 
but, as far as the Union is concerned, 
important section of tlze casual dockers 
engaged in the overseas ti'ade have gone 
on strike, the present shipping ring has 
decided ■to lock out all the employees in 
the pio-rt of Dublin unless those on gtrilre 
immediately return to w'ork.

Now what does that threat mean ? To 
us it 'Simply points out the sinister and 
significant\£act that following the clos„ 
ing of the^uays to-traffic, the strong 
possibility at once arises of involving 
practically every member of -the Union 
in Dublin in the trouble.

The situation looming .ahead of us_ may 
b© even worse tlian -tizati and there is no 
use our trying to minimise matters in 
any way. As a matter of fact, with the 
Union n-ow established on real national 
lines the whole country will be plac^ in 
a parlous position. Bear that in mind.

The Nation’s Trade Threatened.
T3ze suggested action of the iDubJin 

Sliipping Federation, with its ramifica
tions tliiTOUghout all the Irish ports, if 
once carzued izito execution must stamp 
■the authors bf the deed as being guilty 
of a -gz'ave national crime.

Let there be no mistake 
.about the impending issue, 
inizer ,circle of shippdug shaz'ks 
on the ramp for blood—^tize izinocept blood 
of the innocent working class." In the 
present circumstances there is not the 
slightest foundatiotu for their suggested 
sorzoazs Btep,_ because, a® hitherto, the 
existing petionaf strike does not affect 
the conditions of employmezit in the le-. 
gular cross-Uffiaainel companies in the Since men maintam they should have 
least They kziow it. Viewed from any higher wages than women d-oing the same 
standpcint, the attitude of the 'Fedcra- work, because of their dependents, they 
tion in the present instance is incoizipre- ought at least to ask for, and refuse to 

-hensible, woz’k for less than a living wage.
British Shipping Trust Intrudes. weekly dole of 35s. is not a Hvin-g wage. 

In the past the clazms of the men wdio and so long as the workers are willing -to 
have ccase^vork were dealt with through ifoe down to that, and to increase and

muHi^ly on it, there i® little hope of tzon, Negotiatzons, as a Z’ulo, with that qopini ■itYiTi.i-,nwTnoTi+ body always-proved fairly .successful to £ r 4-»' *4.
adjust matters of wages, but a. distinctlynew dep-ai’ture has 'been made on t te'btor from a pne.^, Aowmg how 80s-, is 
occasion. The case was taken right out spread over,a week. From it one gathers 
df tlze stevedores' hands, and now, at riiat the faznily live On bread and drip- 
the behest of one or two big shippino- pmg* Imagine sitting down every time 
officials (we speak advisedly) the whole all the time to bread and dripping 1 
.city-nay, probably the ■n’^hole country- The husband is, Indeed, a ©bade better 

Pi^ri^d in-fco -a terrible off than the others; his'dinner is assured 
> industi’ial ztplieaval The shipping NeroS -to him on six days -of -tiie week from Ms 

wiU then fiddle while Rome is burning, employer, and he family have a burst on
■fASnnday 'witli half-a-pound of meat, to the shipping owners’ side. It was cm- wTon/ if tbin -fbA ■nl4(yli+ fo-mUiVcphatically stafed by us that a settlement "ft . ^k w
of the present strike would in ijo way Veu flVi p ^ better will
preaudioe the position-of the cross-Chan- 4.1, *.5 a 4- t. j
iiel companies. That is to say, a settle. ™ have, people, in the midst of, abuixd- 
jnent of tho present dispute would not rubbish as margar-
be used as a lever to force up the wages Gripping, As long as the work^
of the other port -workers. ®rs are satisfied witii this, sort of nou-r-

In plain language, that guarantee -was isb-ment foi* their children, the landlords 
given by the Union 4t tlie Mansion House .Mg farmerfl are safer' ’S’ours, etc,, 
Iforiference last Saturday to the aip-fo . M. CORRIGAN. ■
ping Federation r^eflentatives. Dro^ed^

The Yo'ice of Labotu raises
question of the propriety of the ‘Dail’ 
using the -Sinn Feirz oi’ganiBatiozl for 
publishing its wOi’k, -and of using that 
orgianisation for the purpose -of cairying 
out the work. The criticism is really in 
the alii’, because there is U'O other uiaA 
ehihery at band, and besides it is the 
only really iiatienal executive instrument 
in the country capable of doing any of 
the work.” If we were -fo analyse that 
cit'a-tion carefully we think we could, 
without any strain on the imagination, 
produce some wonderful results.

i-e--

an iven

Sure, cz'itidis’m of the Dail for using 
the Sinn Fein Organisation for oariying 
out its wei'k would he very much in tlie 
air- if it bad been made.- But it 
has not beeai made, "We no more 

: criticised tlie Dail on t-bat score than ivo 
f did on the score tliat it' was elected on 
a ‘Westminster franchise, and for tho 
sam6_ I'-eason; it quite properly uses the 
insti’uinent nearest its hand. "Now 

: Ireland” itself admits that "tlieprin-< 
eipl^..,of publicity is enoi'mously valuable, 
and'%othiug but tlze gravest reas’onS 
should prevent the Iiush public from 
ba-ving tlze fullest information -on au 
points of Irisb public affairs.” But tliq 
methods? Thosd "New Ireland” sag- 
gests are aiqt enough, and We didn’t ask 
fo.r them. 'We did net ask for fuller I'e- 
poz’ts te be supplied to the PresS. We 
asked that fuller reports be available lOf 
the .p'ublM, and if New Ii*eland” 
into the matter it will see there is a fin- 
fenence -between them, and that R is ill 
Dalil’s duty to give that publicity that 
is needed. From. "New Ireland’s 
niote,s one wo-uld imaigine Ithat " T*iS 
Voice ” had sioine personal or part^ 
grievance against the Dail’s rather 
feetzve publicity. if "New Ireland . 
thinks that, then " New Iz-eland’^ 
doesn’t yet Iniow " The Voice.” 0» 
other point, the use of a party oa-ganis^ 
tion for making public the Dail’s work) 

still hold that it fe objeetionabl'e, an| 
we said it would be so no matter 
that party organisation might be. W 
the main podirt i® that of adequate pubn** 
city. "New Ireland” asks if w can snl** 
gest a betier.“ Surely the reply is oh^ 
vious; the better and the proper amio-gC| 
meat would be for tlie ftall to print ana 
publisb its nw^ proceedings.

.V..

• r.5.

-whatever 
A -vicious 

az’e now

•PALTRY DEMANDS.

To tlie Editor,. "Voice of Labour.”
A Ohara,—Since the beginziing o-f tin 

struggle between the miral labourers and 
tiizeir employer^, what has struck me is 
the paltriness of the workers’ demands, 
compaz’ed with the -violezice of -tlieir 
efforts to obtain thenj.

A

ocea

ns.

B is infamous we

1 •



Bkptewber. IBtii, 1019. THE VOICE or LABOUH. 8

IM THE SOUTH and WEST the LUST RATION. GLAS^iOW LABOUR SAYS ♦' HANDS 
OFF IRELAND.”

ARMED BURGLARY. A MODEL BRANCH.
An® extraordinary _aifair’”to9?plal:o at seSi&i® wS^y ’ ffSt

)f the local blanch., T. rianagan, bad re- its members' are keen on wiifyes nn<l

Ijonxis money and Biicceeded in extorting bad sufficientlv they have
hs Aa rest being auccearfnUy cj
cealed. Several shots were fired outside to <be war when itnow varfchebotise, terrifying the secretary’s wife ’ when-irbi% them on the eye.
and children The ruffians made off and Working-class Ethics,
at once^went on the run. , They iw/asffa no -timle di.scnssing the

On Monday and-Tue.sday the famous f ttuos of the vario'lj methods of fiiSiting 
Red, Army of Newcastle West mobilised the boss. “Will it bit and will it 
100 men and scoip-ed the country. The hurt?” is what they ask concernincr a' 
four fanners were apprehended ’and tw'B'tactic. Direct action on theindus- 
brought down to the local R.I.O. barrack trial field is supplemented by political 
end handed over to the police; They' pressure. A oaaripMgn is now on to se^ 
now await trial on charges of burglary, ■o^’re the enforcement of Food Oontnoi re- 
extortmg money by throats; and carry- gelations, and the D.O. has been asked 
ing arms witliout a permit. A fifth far- to fix maximum prices for milk and 
per who xvas engaged in the enterprise arrangements are being, made for’ sup- 
is still at 'large. , plies independent of the normal
Ample Security. at competitive ra^tes.

While carefully arresting the bodies of Their Own Medicine.' 
the farmers, the lied Aniiy safeguarded The Profiteering Act will lie used to 
the mterests cif the members by iin- the utmost extent. The workers’ stand- 
pounding an ^ up-to-date reaper and point about these measures will not com- 

for .the stolen money mend itself to doctrinaire republicans
iwill be sufficient. biut it us determined by the politics of

tlie P’nion'-Jaolv shopkeepers. They canr 
not aorax>Iain if the a.dvbca.tes of the 
Workers’ llepublic invoke British law to 
compel a square deal over the cxiunter * 

Back of the ceaseless pressure on every 
possible line of attack there is a. pains- 
talang organisatioin. The arbitration 

^proceedings of last 3'ear were prepared 
for by the compilation of budgets of 
•working-class expenditure, ishowing the 
lowest wages that would purchase the 
necessaries^, of life. The housing pro
jects are based upon a thorough investi
gation of existing houses, undertaken 
jodnilyliy the I,T. and G.W.Ilb and the 
Federation of Discharged Sailors and 
Scnldiers.

We hox>e shortly to publish the results 
of the workers’ inquiry^ with photo
graphs of some of -the horrible hovels that 
Uo. Cork capitalism provides for its 
serfs.

Ah a meeting of IrLshmon in Siiring- 
bnm under the auspiees of the local Irish 
Labour Party, on fiumlay. 3rd Aug., the

Irish and Labour Bocioties in Glasgow for 
the purpose of arranging a “Hands off 
Ireland ’ ^ demonstration, and fooussin*!; 
public opinion on, Ireland’s claims,
^ T'ue conference, as arranged, was hold 
iii the Central Halls, Bath St., on Sun
day, , Slat Aug. It was well attonded, 
delegates being present from the I.N.F., 
A.O.H,, Sinn Fein, Irish Labour Party. 
A.S.E., Toolmakers. M.E.A. Workers* 
XTnion, Glasgow Trades and Labour 
Council, Glasgow FtuJsration L.L.P., etc.

Comrade P. J. Dollan expressed the' 
feeling of the conference nvhou he de
clared that while the worlcers’ movement 
could protest against the heartless polic.^ ' 
pursued towards Russia and other Oon- 
tinontal countries, the^ case of Ireland 
must not he lost aimih of; and it was 
the duty o-f the working class in Britain 
as well as of the Irish section of it to 
help the people of Ireland in their magni
ficent fight for freedom, and to remember 
that it was-not a case of helpitig any 
particular creed or party, but involved . 
the main-tenance of a great fundamental 
Xiinciple.

_ The delegates agreed to promote a pub
lic denuonstration in the largest hall 
available in the opening weeks of 
October, and appointed a committee to 
aiTange details. Mr. Jno. V. Burns, 
who presided over the conference, was 
elected chairman ; Mr, P. Wheatley trea- 
sui'er. and Mr. Jas. Roe. 26 Avenue road, 
Springburn secretary. The conference -was 
most harmonious and enthusiastic andi 
it is hoped that similar action will be 
taken on the Irish question from one end 
of Britain to the other.

AN EYE-OPENER IN COU.PONS. 
CARD.S ISSBED TO THE ALLIED 

C’lUISADERS.

(From the September number of 

“Dala,”' Glasgow.)
/

^ Tlie staff of the 266th Brigade of the 
French Army of Oocupation recentlj' 
issued instructions for the use of a 
“ maison puhliquo ” (not, the sort of 
“public house” which is the object of 
attack by “ Pu.s.syfoot ” and his friends, 
but_ one whicli, like the ladles, 
Ixuiis XIV. kept about him in scores, is 
“'kiftiwu by a much coarser name Otit of 
doors.”) The document has been pub. 
Kshed by “ L’Hiimanite,”

^ The brothel is in the town of Monchen 
Gladbiuh, in a district in which, accord
ing to an English lady writer, there has 
always been a good deal of sober simpli
city, bora of the Christian influences 
which for generations Jiave swept that 
part of the country. '

The paper says that there are only two 
inmates in the house, that the~ resources 
of the town do not permit any increase 
of the' personnel, and thot the require
ments of regular German and Belgian 
clients must be attended to ! Huns be
fore our gallant Allies the French! The 
“ hiidden hand” _^til at work I Surely 
there is a provision somewhere in the 
Peace Treaty which forbid.s such shame
less (or shameful) p^'o-Germanism ?

Cannot our sane‘■'Socialist AI.P.’s do 
.something to put an end to this abomi
nable, trickery, a,ud insure that the cru
saders of the Entente shall have 
to the “personnel ” of the e.stahlish- 
ment in preference to the barbarous 
Bcche ?

Comrade Frank H. Rose will surely 
make a firm stand in tbis matter if hfs 
knees_ are not too much affected by 
sba,ndling so long when the National An
them w'as sung recently in the House j 
or bravo Bon Tillet; or Mr. Barnes 
(Minister without Portfolio). Or must 
it _ be left to the modest and patriotic 
editor of “John Bull”? But why do 
not the French apply to our military 
authoritie.s for assistance?

There must be somewhere in France 
a gallant British officer who. has taught 
morality to tliq benighted Indians. He 
would doubtless be able to tell them how 
to “increase the personnel.” Sonio 
people have no initiative.*

However, the Sir Galahads of the 
glorious French Army are not to be 
utterly neglected. “In order not to pre
vent disorder and in order not to exact 
from these women work bej^ond their 
strength (the French are, above all, a 
chivalrous people) the following mea
sures xvill be taken.” These'measures 
include the diviyion of the time of the 
women among.st the men of the various 
battalions'. “ In every-battalion there 
■will be on each allotted day twenty 
tickets—^five per company. Men wishing 
to visit the esLahlisliment will apply to 
their sergeant-major.”

In our la.st issue we drexv attention to 
the fact that British offioers in Turkej' 
were offered np-to-date and complete 
harems “ which-appear to be extremely 
popular.” For an officer an up-to-date’ 
and complete harem (and he does not 
have to appl.v to his .sergeant-major); for 
a private a ticket—^one of tw'enty—“ on 
each allotted day ” when the preoious 
token is not required by any one of the 
hundreds of his fellow-soldiers of the 
Cross.

Thus are solved great problems like 
equality o-f sacrifice and of opportunity. 
In this Tvay is morality firmly seated on 
her shining throne, from xvhich the aban- 
doneij,^legion.s of the Kaiser would have 
deposed her. Thus are worlds saved for 
democracj'.

sources

NEpOT^flON.PEACE BY

Solid Organisation Wins Big Wages 
Wages-Without Strife,

The fierce fight waged in Meath and 
Kildare to ahtbain 34s. a week for -farm 
labourers, brings into relief the superior 
wisdom of tlie , Co. Cork and Co. Li__. 
rick farmers, and -the excellent strategy 
of the Transport IJnipn organisers and 
officials in the -latter area.

At Effin, Co. Limerick, the wages 
seciire'd by negotiation are, for regular 
men, 27s, a week, witili diet, i.e., three 
meals^ every day. Casual men are em
ployed by the-week for 33s. and diet.

Across the border, in Gharleville, the 
wage is 3(}s. -and diet for regular em
ployees. Ballyhea, Co. Cbrk,'ha.s estab
lished a minimum of 27s. and diet, with 
36s. and -diet for weekly men. No regu
lar enxployee is’to do casual's work while 
there is a man idle in the parish, and no centre of propag 
union man is required' to work with a invited
non-Dnionist. Thursday but J. MaeDonnell had to act

, In bouth Tipperary _ the men over as substitute. The large attendance 
twenty’' are now receiving I9s. indoor, showed the keenness of the .ranJi and 
35s._ outdoor for a, 64-..hour week. In file.
addition they receive time and a half ' The Very Rev, Father Thomas, 
for overtime and Sundaj'' Vork. Boys O.S.F.C., oif Cork, spolve on the subject 
from 18 -to 20 years recewe 14s. indoor of Oonciliation Boards on Sunday last, 
and 28s. outdooi*, and between 16 and 
18, lOs. and i8s. respectively.

The rural workers of North-Eastern 
Ireland would do •well iitf^ote these re
sults and ask if after all Ulster is so 
prosperous. Inherty Hall, having over
come the labours of the census of mem- 
hers, might now u’ith advantage -bake a 
naitional census of ngaucultural wages 
aotttaHjf paid; The results would he a 
conviucing proof that the direct action 
of the I.T. ■ and G^Yy^.U. has yielded 
!hig;her wages and better conditions tlian 
ihlrtj'' years of Pafliamentarj'' agitation 
andi three j'ears of Wages Board trifling.

me- ■aecess CLASS WAR AND STEP DANCING.

At a meeting of Bruff Branch I.T. & 
G.W.U., held on Sunday, 81sb insb, Mr. 
T, Sheahan presiding, the subjoined re
solution., was proposed and seconded, and; 
carried unanimously. Broposed by 
Michael Daly and seconded by Jdiia Kql- 
leher. Resolved—:“That we, the mem
bers qf Bruff Branch Irish Transport and 
General. Workers’ Union, call upon all 
workers’—agrieultural labourers, trades
men, carmen, .servant boys and seiwaut 
■girls, and all hoys and girls of 16 years 
who have -bo earn -tlieir bread to come 
and join this branch of above Union, 
thereby placing themselves in a position 
to demand a living wage for the future, 
for the memliers of this braneh are de
termined not to work with non-union men 
or women from this day forward.”

^ The chairman announced that on Sept. 
30th there would be a lecture given on 
the Class War by a prominent official of 
the Union, and the committee will strive 
to supplement said lecture by a concert 
and some step-dancing.
AGRICULTURAL V/oFKiiRi WAGES 

IN ITALY.
At a congress of agricultural workers 

held at Bologna in June last, it is re
ported in the Socialist jom-nal, “Bat- 
taghe Sindaeali” o-f 14tli June that the 
following figures were stated to he -the 
average hoiirly wages in the most im
portant agi-icultural Italy,

.3yihere_ wages are highest, vizi
Ordinary xvork from Is. to Is. 2id. per 

hour.
blowing (fodder) from Is. 7Jd. to 

2b. -i-gd. xier hour.
Harvest (grain) from Is, lOJ-d*

2s. 4Jd. per hour.
These rates represent an increase of 

about 220 per cent, over those ruling in 
l9l6.-^Board of Trade Gazette.

The Centre of Light.
The Transport Branch i.s an active 

;anda, Cathal O’bhan- 
to address them last

His visit had been arranged some eon- 
■siderable time before by the I.T. and 
G.W.U;, but the liglitriing strike induced 
a change of heart'among the employers, 
and one of them, Mr. Jas. Cronin, D.O., 
wrote to the “Cork Examiner” to lie- 
seech his fellow-employers to- attend the 
Transport Union’s concert-lecture and to 
trv to have a Conciliation Board estab- 
lislicd forthwith. '

Strange hoiv anxious emploj-ers are for 
corn-ilia wo n a'iter their naked and brutal 
force fails to destroy tlieO.B.U I

Glue^ your eyes on Gharleville. There 
are men there who know how to do things 
and young men avIio want to do them.

NOBLE LORD CONDESCENDS TO 
STEAL WAGES.

STRIKE IN THE OATES OF THE 
ENEMY.

The labourers at Furnes.s, Withy and 
Co.’s, Riishbrooke ‘dockyard, are -on 
strike against the victimisation of two 
foremen, who were included in a large 
number of men dismissed oiving to the 
completion of a job. The foreman w^ere 

..inimediatelj'' replaced by two others 
brought from Passage.

Ttie petty bourgeois of 4Jork are .shiver- 
•ingly anticipating that Lord Furness 
will come along and lift _ the dockyards 

‘out of the harbour, “taking his capital 
out of the country” in'wrath at the lah-

£>--- ,

In “ sweet Adai'e ” a long and bitter 
fight is being waged by the labourers in 
the service of the, Earl of Dunraveu, 
K.P., to, prevent tlie Noble Earl reduc
ing wages from 30s. to 25s.

This is apparently the Earl’s notion of 
economy. By saving wages at the ex- 

. pense of the workers’^ cliildrcn, his Lord- 
ehip -will increase his income and )>ay 
more income-tax—perhaps. So the Em
pire he loves will be saved from ruin

The local feeling absolves his Lordsmp 
..of' dii'ect i-esiionsibility for the. atrocious 
crime of reducing wa,ges_ below the stau 

; 'vation line. The agent in the matter is 
one BalUngal, a Scotsman, and a Fifer 

•‘to boot. There are two Scottish pro- 
.verbs; “ It needs a long spoon to sup 
•with 'the Deidl,” and It needs -a long 
spoon to sup ■with a Fifer.”

' Neveriheless, the Earl cHi Dunraven_ is 
filie man who will line his. pockets lyith 
■fch© money’s worth of the bread stolen 
fi'om the children of Adare.

The latest proposal for settlement from 
the Scottish gentleman vmo holds the 
honour of Wyndllia.m-Quin alias the 
Noble Earl of- Dunraven, K,P.. in pawn, 
is a eredit to the. eounty which pro
duced Andrew Carnegie, the money inag« 

-4 '
BalUngal proposes that all , the men 

should I’eturn to work like good boys;
be at once put on 
■bo leave, and the 
be carried out by 

£>ne-third of the permanent staff.. .
The othws iVciud hwe the privilege of 

getting-odd jobs as they tuwiedl up.

A LABOURER’S VERSE. ^
From the “Seottisli Farm Servant” wo 

cull those poems by Andrew Dodds, a 
prominent official of the Scottish Farm 
Servants’ Union

MARY’S BOY.
0, Mary ivhon jmu kissed your Boy, 

And field Him to your breast,
You surely knew a mother’s joy 

Far more than all the rest.
P. LAW. When little Jesus smiled, what thrill 

Was in His baby glee?
Did you not dream Ho well might still 

The waves of Galilee?

When you bent o’er your little Child, 
And hushed Him in His cot,

Your ’fondest dreams were ne’er so ivild 
As the Great Gkoss, God wot.

THE FARMER VIEWS HIS WHEAT 
FIELD,

You look along the ripening grain, 
Full twenty acres of it,

And count the money that you’ll gain 
And glory in your profit.

And in its golden sheen you vieiV ' 
The shimmer of the guineas;

■Q, sordid soul, God pity you 
For very groat your sin is.

What’>s gain but little children’s need, 
The widow’s dreadful anguish,

And ere you satiate ^ujr greed,
How many poor trill languish?

ourers.

*S6e the “ Queen’s Daughters in 
India,” and Lord Roberts’ Ba-zaar 
(brothel) Oirciilars.Teachers and Trade Unionism.

At Glin a local teacher ■who hires three 
men has preferred to retain the services 
of a non-Unionist. -The tira Union nien 
have withdrawn- their services.

The i.N.T.0. would do well to nm a 
vacation ooiu’so* for teachers on -tlie^ prin
ciples and practice of Trade Unionism.

A LEEDS CUSTOM.

Mr. Eamonn Martin, of the .clothing 
firm of Messrs, R, Briscoe and Co., whose 
premises are in the Liffeyside area, re
ferred to in a paragraph headed “A 
Leeds Gustom,”Jnform3 us that his flim 
does not employ its tailors on Biindays.

On Wo recent occasions, however, it 
had been found necessaiy to ‘bring in 
engineers on Sundays to install new ma- 
clruiery required to cope with the rapid 
extonsion of business.

Had that work not been overtalron by 
the engineers on Sundays -the tailoring 
staff would have been out of work for 
several day.s. . . , ,

Messrs. Briscoe do not believe in ^ a 
seven day week, and never practice it. 
Their iverklng week is six days, and does 
not extend beyond 44 lidurs.

■ We have not heard from the other 
fifms in the area, but we hoi^ they have 
duly token note af our ivarning.

Ballykisteen.
Thq .ilye-’week strike at'tlie^ stud farm, 

on account of the refusal of J. W. H, 
Hairis to give an increase of 8s. a week, 
has b^een satisfactorily ended.

Four of the men were threatened wntb 
eviotlon, and in view of the veiy hostile 
feeling aroused locally, Dr. Moloney, 
T. D.-, induced Mi% Harris to offer arhi-

■Fr. Keo^, C.O., and Mr. Itoffan, 
of Kilfnish, heard the case argued by 
Mr. Harris, and J. Dowling for the 
Union, last Frlday^ and made the fol
lowing • award:—Wages, 848.} hours, 
hours a day and a six-day.-week ; th 
shillings to lie paid foe three.hours; work 
on Simdays, and all extra work at the 
i-q.to of Is, per hoim The rent of the 
oofttages is axed at a week,.

be

'Most of tliem would 
h 'fortnight’s notice 
winter’s ivorlc would

. 9jOLSHEVIK NAVAL VIClT&RY. ;
The British Mmiralty announces that 

^he destroyep ^‘‘Yittoria’* wai sunk by a 
torpedo in the Baltic bn Aug. 30, with 
«< loss of ceveA Ure»* Another has been 
blink «iiioe*

God’s firgei’s lay upon the wheat 
A sunny gleam of gladness.

And you, poor man, would play the dieat 
And turn it into sadness.

ANDREW DODDS.
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The Role of the Laboiij' Unions 
n the Russian Revolution. This Important account of 

organised Labour’s part In the, 

making of the New Russia 

will bo fiONCLUDED In next 

week’s “ Voice."

(The following letter 
from last issue,—ED.)

Th the Editor, Yoke of Latour
Dear Cathd,—I regi-et to have 

draw your attention to a rather exi 
ordinary statement appearing iu

The writer makes the unqualil 
statement that the solitary critic 
Executwe found himself

was crowded

By N, P. AYILOFF (GLEBOFF),
People’s Commissionary for Posts and Telegraphs in the 

Government of the Russian Soviet Republic.
Translated by oath A L O’SHANKON. 

w (Second instalment)^^

y

'>w,.........................................................

All afc once strikes shed their sharpness and the re
volutionary Russian workers who had taken power into 
their own hands in October, 1917, said to themselves : 
“ Under the government of the workers and peasants 
there is no room for strikes,” and they caused the 
strike inoYements to cease as soon as the Revolution 
was accomplished. Strikes lost raison d’etre, after, the 
October Revolution, as, a method of fighting of the 
working classes for the improvement of its economic 
condition. • The power of the worker’s and peasants 
established-the eight hour day by means of a law and 
later on it regulated wages in the same manner.

Transforming the TTnions into Governing Organs,
Rut from the moment the fight -of labour against 

capital lost its old importance ■ the professional .orga
nisations had also to change their tactics by transform- 
ing their economic fighting organs, until then directed 
against the capitalists, into auxiliary organisations of 
the Socialist Sta,te itself. And if Comrade Ijenin, in 
April, 1917, could find no. other expression than that 
of ” a morass” to define the professional movement 
he now renders homage to the unions for the fine part' 

_ they played in the re-organisation of.our national eco
nomy, *

openly deserted by what he ternfs i 
“loud-mouthed hut cunning gang,” 1 

Well, I have to come to the concIu';i 
that the writer is either deliberately ti 
ing to mlislead his readers, or that ' 
must he very much misinformed I 
facto. I think I mado 'it perfectly de' 
•to Congress that I had. no connectn 
whateveir with any person or persons 
the hall, and, besides, I know that Co] 
gress knew, in stating this, that 
the truth. Therefore, Mr. Editor, thei 
could be no desertion of me by ariyoW 
as I stood independent of any “ gangs i 
just as I have always done, and Imv' 
usually found myself in the minority a 
■a result, ’ , tv,

Surely, Mr. Edi'^rj ""the National Exe 
cutive, is not gging to set itself aW; 
honesty eritioisjn, and surely you are iroi 
going "-to Cllow your paper to hurl such a 
lalse charge as^he aibove at the head ol 
one’who scorns “gangs” of any Innd, 
Tlie men to Avhom you refer can speak 
for themselTe.s, bu-fc. I at least demand an 
apology for the^shatement made,, and i, 
shall be only too pleased, to take on the^ 
writer for any wager he wishes if I fail 
to produce enough .evidence -to prove my' 
statement.

, Organising Industry—^The Workers’ Republic, f sought no honours or cheers at Con-
Abandoning their old role the unions since then have ■ ^ my own opinions about

busied themselves with the most difficult and most ^ I exercised mycomplicated problems orgmdsatlon ol industry and anhf, bT'tt

Some decades ago Karl Marx said that the degree ol 
development in a country pould^be judged by that ol of the Limerick SWke
its professional organisations. We can now judge the will also come in due course—but; with 
degree oi development of our Socialist industry by the Tom Johnson, I believe that in. doing so 
role which the riabour unions play in the organisation not take the enemies’ time,
of that industry. It was to attain to that role that Thiggin IhuP A few cheers or a little
we created the unions of production. Before the Oe- pepniarity may appeal to shallow
tober Revolution we had need of labour organisations are some who never
based upon the principle of the craft interest in order ^adow for the substance, and
to have greater success in the proletariafe fight against -SSfStel'! e™
capitalismafter the October Revolution unions of this _ Apologising, Mr. Editor, for trespass-

indispensable to us in order to utilise our mg on your valuable space,—Yours fra- 
daren^h to the fullest in the organising of the econo- ternally, 
mio life of the country. The role of the labour unions 
in the October Revolution was so important that we 
have the right to say that they entered as masters into 
tli0ir new Socialist Stats. A-s inuoli at Pstrograd as 
at Moscow the centres of the Trade Union movement 

'^^fl'dquarters of the revolutionary forees and 
all the Trade Union leaders themselves were then in' 
the cockpit in the fight against the power of the canitaJ- 
ists. ■ f

Wages and the Ruin of Industry,
Bide by side with the fight for the e^ght hours^ day 

there was a fight for the raising of the wages and this 
' tools up a great deal of the time of the professional 
ei'ganisations. The prices of articles of the first neces
sity had risen incredibly during the war, while the in
crease in wages i^fe#'ted ppjy certain industries, few in 
number, the stopp|% of'Wiiich would have caused loss 
to the imperialist government. Moreover the rise in 
wages was only so much per cent, and it did not im
prove the material situation of the working class.

Supported by the bourgeods government of Leon 
Kerenski, the capitalists showed little or no benevo
lence towards the workers but haggled with them over 
every farthing often drove them into striking. 
Then the fight for the minimum .wage necessai'y for a 
living began, and it was only thanks to a spirited revo- 
lutionaiy attack that the workers succeeded in triumph
ing over the resistance of the bourgeoisie. The bour
geoisie gave way with very bad .grace, and when, either 
by legal means or -by the acceptance of collective bar
gaining or by open fight, the workers had succeeded in. 
obtaining the increase in wages, tiie bourgeoisie ad
dressed complaints to the (aovernment on the impos
sibility of keeping their factories going in view of the 
exorbitant exactions of the workers, saying that the 
disorganisation of production was the result of these 
exactions of the workem claiming ” fabulous” wages.

In spite of the complaints of the bc-urgeoisie against 
the raising of wages, the unheard-of exploitation of the 
workers went on merrily at high pressure and the'price' 
of prime necessaries rose enormously, so that from 
time to time the workers were compelledr to demand 
increases in wages if'they were not to die of hunger.

The Eixing of Wages Scales.
The professional organisations and their federations 

had not only to lead' a campaign for the raising of 
vagesvbiit they had also to est^lish scales of wages 
as nearly equal as possible for the difierent categories 
of workers in industry. The unions saw the necessity 
for the most detailed elaboration of scales dividedrinto 
groujis and categories according to the difficulty and 
the intricacj’' of the labour. Begun before the October 
Revolution by the unions of the metal and typogra
phical worke^, this campaign was taken up afterwards 
by all the unions. ■ THE SOLITARY CRITIC.

(The,writer of the paragraph replies:
I am guilty neither of tiying to mislead 
yor^ readers nor- of beii^ iPmTormed,
I did not say that the solitary critic had 
‘ ‘ any connection whatever -vvith any pea’- 
son or persons in the'hall,” and, there- • 
fore, there is no need for the critic’s 
self-righteous offer of a wager that he 
will disprove whah I did not sa.y. I did 
not .-aoeuEdthim of seeking “honours or . 
cheers at Copgress,” nor did I deny him 
his perfect rig-ht to criticise the National 
Executive, or anybody else. -So far as 
my recollection goee, tbe dictionary 
meaning of desert Is to “abandon, to run 
away, and it was of running away I 
accused certain people^ "who were expec
ted to say a great deal, at Congress about 
the National Executive and Lltoerick.
I didn’t accuse your correspondent of 
■^at-, bnt I Accused Others o-f it. If they 
a!.d_not run away, I’m damned if I 
find an English word that will express 
their awful silence. I didn’t accuse your 
critic of entering into any league or 
covenant with -tibtem, but I stiind by my 
statement that when your correspondent 
had spoken, not one of them had the 
courage to speak after liim, Imstly, it 
wasn’t “the fortunes of war” that 
placed your correspondent in the light 
he appeared at Congress—it was the mis
fortune of words -vmicli he himself said 
were used outside after Limerick.)

Workers’ Control of Industry,
However, the organisftion of unions and the fight for 

the eight hours day and the raising of wages was not 
the whole story. The professional organisations took 
■an active part in the organisation of workers’ control 
and devoted many efforts to preventing the complete 
disorganisation of production by the plundering capi
talists.

In the early days of the Revolution—the period in 
which the vei’v idea of workers’ control was conceived 
—it was the laetory committees which themselves 
undertook to bring it about and in the following months 
workers’ control became the task of the ,profe.ssional- 
organisations.

The latter believed that it was necessary to bring tbe 
workers’ control into their own hands in order to cen- 
trali]^ it and introduce Committees of Economic Con
trol into every^ industrial organisation before fixing the 
economic conditio'iis in each concern in the interests of 
all industry and the working class of the whole of 
Russia.

In addition to workers’ control, which no doubt con
tributed to- the abolition of capitalist domination and 
pre-vented the _ disprganisation of businesses, the pro
fessional organisations sought to extend their inffiuence 
over the organisation of production and stop the com
plete destruction of industry. The labour unions sent 
their delegates into all the managerial and organising 
offices in order to help in the fight against the disor
ganisation of manufacturing concerns and against the 
disorganisers-themselves, the capitalists,

were

The General Staff Seizes Rower.
The General Staff of the October Revolution was 

posted in the Smolny Institute in the fiats on the lower 
floom occupied^ by the Central Committee of the pro
fessional organisations of all Russia. It w’as there the 
Government of Workers and Peasants was organised 

it was from there the Revolutionary Bureau of the 
Directorate of the Communist Party in Pe rograd 
directed the labour movement in that city.

The representatives of our Trade Union movement 
played a great part in the October Revolution. In the 
first months^ the unions followed the’’ general current 
of the working class’s^ revolutiofiary struggle for the 
n^antenance of the power of the workere and peasants 
Then as new problems, the'establishment of a Socialist 
btate, tbe building lip of oiir whole national economy, 
industry, oommeree, transportation, arose, they took 
over the direction of the organising of the 
Socialist Enssia.

can

new and

RuUdmg th workers’ Republic.
In Januaiy, 1918, the first Congre.ss of the profes

sional organisattons of the whole of Russia established 
laid it down that:—“ The centre of Trade Union gra
vity has to be tran.sferred to the field of organisation of 
the economic life of .the coimtry.” From this time 
forward the unions devoted themLlves entirely to this 
work of organisation and during the ten months of 
bocialist building up they helped with all their strength 
the power of the Soviets in reconstituting the completely 
disorganised national, economy. ^

At the moment of the October Revolution our in
dustry was on the verge of complete disoffier; the fac
tories, were closing down.in scores and the manufac- 
turem were abandoning tliedr businesses and flying, after 
PJ Fif much as possible. In face of this state
ot fitfairs the working class did not remain inactive but 
set itself to work out, by its own methods, the resump- 
tion of production. Lab.our control was intemified. 
i iie works committees obtained tbe right, under the 
direction of the unions, to contml tbe economic life of 
the woi’kshops and to remove all the elements impeding 
tbe deyelopmeni; of industry. The productivity of the 
works had to be raised. Tbe works’ committees boldly 
took this complicated task upon themselves and pre- 
vented the complete breakdown ol Indus ry. ^

Identity of Political and Economic Struggle.
But all this work, which demanded continuity and 

regularity, was often ihtermpted by political events. 
During the eight months 'of bourgcois-soeial-patriot 
power' the unions applied themselves not only to eco
nomic problems but also to political questions, for they 
realised that these tw’o questions were inseparable and 
tliat if the political situation remained-the same the 
economic position of the working class would become 

and all its conquests would be undone. That is 
why the unions provisionally abandoned their economic 
activity in October and gave themselves up entirely to 
the political fight, playing during the October Revolu
tion the role which corresponded to their organisinff 
capacity. os

fRELAND IN THE FOREIGN PRESS,

Feuille,” Geneva, August 27, in 
edi-fcorial by Marcel Laurent, _ saj-s: 

i. be Irish question still remains in the 
Iront rank, A great effort is going to 
be made by the Sinn .Feiners to capture 
the ' local., administration. If they suc
ceed, as is very probable, we cannot see 

the English Government eftn get 
out of the Jimpasse'in which it is mord 
^id more- dragged. M. De Valera jcoiv 
^^nes iliis ipropa.gancia in the Xlnited 
States; and li^ither encouragement nor 
money is lacking him. The question of 

of Ireland nas to be 
^®lried q^uickly if England does not want 
to_ find herself up against strange come 
plications,

an

■woree
V -

Uo Strikes After the October Revolution,
The fall of Ke capitalists from powei’ wmugbt a 

.gi’cat change in^the file of the wdrking class and its 
economic organisations and it became necessary to 
utilise promptly all the strength of the unions fn order 
■to solve the new and hitherto unknown problems.

• g|»IRItlf6US MUNITIONS.

A London borrespofidefit ^aya that 
among tho ftiunitions at Ai'riiangeljf 
whiel{ Mr, Churchill is reluctant to abaiw 
don, is a huge dump of cases of whiskeyn

k -

.ujf!.
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DUBLIN DOINGS. Rogan at the 
, Affair. 

Belund the
.—A Battle Royal Transport Union Notes. ‘Entered on the eighth week^ the strike 

of the employees engaged hy the prin
cipal city musio depots has been ended.

The settlement was reached as a rc^ 
suit of a series of conferences heltl at the 
ilinistry of Ijahour, at which represen
tatives of the firms affected and the- 
unions interested were present, and the 
employees have since returned to work.

The arrangement come to has g^ven 
Eatisfaction, and makes provision for the 
estahlishment of a joint hoard, consist.. 
ting of equal representa,tioi:i from both 
rides.

Tiic icnnn of settlement are to last for 
a period of twelve months, with the im
portant proviso'that, in -the event of the 
cost of commodities in the meantime 
showing any appreciable advance, tlie 
question of a further adjustment in the 
employees’ wages shall .be taken up by 
the Board after siix months have elapsed. 
In effect, the agreement entered into 
only lasts for a lialf year, because, with
out the slightest doubt (and signs are 
not wanting at-present), the prices of 
the article.s in common use will he fur
ther enlianced betvoen ppw and sis 
mouths’ time.

TT„- I pne.s at the Royal, the 
union broughii off a rather dramatic 
coup, m which Sean Hogan played the Mailings.

. A conference between Tepresentatives
^ Thenmtter was one m connection with oi tho Irish Maltsters’ Association and 

eiispuie that had arisep in .tlie Winter the IVarisport Union lias hcen .arranged 
Gfardens between the female employees Wth inst,, to disens,s tho
and the manageress, owing to the latter dcmaiul;—An all-round in
lady’s recent behaviour towards tho«p in ‘ week, in the case of
that department, provincial malting,s, tho increase to he

' No satisfaction having been received

Umon had been in communication olrthe regarded as overtime and paid for ^ 
in^ter, all grades in tlie Tliratre, re- and a half rate; double payment foi* 
cognising at once the unsatisfactory Sunday work; these conditions to co-me 
iia.ture cf the managerial reply, and the operation at the opening of this sea- 
issue-3 involved, decided o cease work serving of this denirofil on

- raaltings has not ttken place, it is
unless the nianagcrc.5s meantime modi- has
fied her methods, inforni^i^n”'^'^^ ^ necessary

Tlie crisis, however, was never reached, Canal VVorRers. 
because tlie fair aanazon-in complaint _wgs The patience of these men has been 
pvea dear and well-defined instructions oxhausted waiting for_ even a dellnito 
to mend her hand ”■ iiistanter towards vepl,y to the- application made at the be- 
tbe girls, and it was furthennore inti- ginning of the year for some iinprove- 
mated that the attendant dismissed ’^^cut of their condition conimensurato 
would be immediately reinstated with the new conditions on English

All’s well, therefore, that ends well— • A meeting of the men
from the Union standpoint compel some attention to

their clainis and they wave issued a notice 
that tliey intend to cease work on tho 
13th inst.
Pun^ryan.

Tlie''^'eat. “ Peaceii.aker ” of Cork-— 
Father Thomas—is to try his hand at 
the settlement of the general town strike 
in Dungarvan. Here’s the best of wishes 
for success I .
Blarney.

Mahoney Bros., woollen mill proprie
tors, are somewhat particular conceiving 
the selection of their work-people, but too 
high a sense of discrimination may not 
meet the apprcnml of the iieoplo who 
support this firm.
Olc^ctuv,

Tho I.ia8t of the Limeworks ” will 
lorobably take a new lease of life, as the 
proprietor has agreed) to talk the burn
ing question over with Tadg Barry some 
^ay' next week.
^anagh,

Tlie oliarniing ^'^uiuj^n of requesting 
the Harvest Bonus in advance, meeting 

: wi-tSi its just reward, .some rustic finan
ciers question the prodigiousness of tiieir 
current agreements.

. Kilkenny.
The offer made hy the Conntc.ss of 

Desart to her labourers at the_ Talbot’s 
/Indi Wood-Working Factory is graci- 
, ously accepted, and all look forward to 
the splendid wages (of the future) wnen 
the new (imported) heads get going, 
T^’aiee.
It mu.st he the terrible slackness in the 

W’-ooIleii indu.stry that causes Reviiigton 
to dock a few specially picked Union 
members a copple of bob a week, under 
tho plea that they are working less than 
.standard town hours! The hour.s are not 
less than in other woollen mills, hut the 
w’ages are; that, however, is a mei*© 
noHimgll The little demand for £2 
‘will set things right.
Arigna.

The miners received with satisfaction 
the news of the conference arranged be
tween owners and liieu to take _ place on 
Wednesday, Sept. lOth, at Arigna sta
tion, The delay in getting the “ Powers 
that Be” to take up their grievances wa.s 
promoting a feeling of disgust, and but 
for tlie dependence of the country on 
their coal supplies, would have taken 
action ere tins. W. J. Reilly is in
structed to attend the conference, with 
local delegates.
Mooncoin,

suit; fitifinc.ss! strife- strike! 
place: Iverk and Carri 
Hoeiety
Kiffcnaule.

More ” preeious pots” at the Knooka^ 
vardagli. Cb-operutivo Creamery. Co
operation II As P.T. 5,ay,s: ” Ye Gods I”
Bandon.

Branch Secretary -tells us that some 
men are getting slack iii,thoir support of 
the Union. M o trust these are not tho 
townsmen for whom tho Union has just 
secured their increases; Agricultural 
sections are also doing well; the Bonus 
money received in oho amounts to £400: 
By tho way, did anyone ever try -to cal
culate - tile total of tho money "ficcured 
through tlte Union P The amount should 
bo colossal I H.O. will soon publisli some 
figures that will stagger you.

, Ltd., Ballinlough.

Bfshopstown.
The agricultural memhors of the 

Branch are grateful to Organiser Barry 
for his successful negotiations of their 
demands. Every farmer paid tho in
crease of 5s. Thank.s to efforts of Sec
retary Donovan, pf BisOiopstmvn, tho ' 
Munster Institute came into lino with 
increases bringing wmges up 85s. to 43s. 
per week.

Mall-Men.
The award in the ease of tbe mail-yard 

drivers lias been issued, and hy its terms 
provision is rnade for tlie employment of 
two extra drivers, and two extra yard
men. In addition the arbitrator grants 
3s. extra for Sunday work.

Printers' Section.
Following the settlement of the Prin

ters’ Strike, our members who were 
locked out in consequence of the ti’ado 
trouble have now returned to work.

Merchants and Granaries.
A frerii claim has been served on tbe 

■MeTcbaut.?’ Warehousing Company and 
• the Granaries Oompany in respect of the 
.store-hands, for whom 14s, per day in 
the case of casual employees, and 12s. 

■per ■R’^eok advance in tlie case of con- 
Istant employees has been claimed, Tho 
: demand also asks for the establislinicnt 
■ of a 14-days’ annual lioliday, apart from 
: the" existing statutory holidays.

i Saddlers’ Seotron’s Signal Success, 
i 'The initial case’ of t-Ms section has 
' proved very siiccessfu', altbough n latter- 
day addition; to the ranks of ihe O.B.U.

In response to the Saddlere’ and Har
ness-makers’ demands, -the Employers’ 
Trade Association met the Union, and 
expressed agreeableness to introduce a 
48-hours’ T^orking-week.

On the’wage aspect of the claims on 
offer wa-s ma^e equivalent to an advance 
of I2s. per week'in the case of the weekly 
wage men, and a 40 per cent, increase on 
tho pre-war price list schedule rates, to 

’those at present being paid on outpu-t or 
by results. In tliis latter connection, 
while there ^ has ibeen general accept
ance, the employees have put forward an 
alternative proposal for a guaranteed 
miaimUm weekly wage, and as far as the 
hamesB-makers are concerned, a mini
mum rate has been fixed by the Associa
tion.

The revised rates operate on and from 
I'st September, 1919.

Gowfan.
Organiser _ Bf^ihiff^ put in some hard 

work in this district settling with tho 
farmers; and also in Bonnettsbridgo and 
OUnmore areas;
Wexford.

After the usual shuffling—which we 
liOTe now learned to expect from such

Public ” Bodies—the County (founcU 
have passed the following increased rates 
of pay to qnarrymen: Tim©, workers, 
8d. per hour (old rate 7d.) ; stone break
ing (steam), Is. 2d. per cubic yard (old 
rate lOd.); breaking after blast, Is, 5d. 
per cubic yard (old rate Is. 2d.); W'itliorit 
blast, 2>s. 6d. jjer cubic yard (old rate 
2s.)quarry foreman, 40s. (from SOs.) ; 
engine driver, 45s. per week (from 40,s.) j 
engine oiler, fiOs. per week '^(from 258,). 
Payment of new rates to be retrospec- 
tive from the 20th August, Four extra 
meetings of the Finance Committee of 
the Council to he held in tho year, so 
that fortnightly ijaymonts of wages 
Would ha guaranteed.
Ballon.

Dissatisfaction is nianifest iit this dis
trict because a few farmers are not ob
serving the terms of their agreement.

. Mdmt have the hhne.st farmers to say 
to tlihse men, who seek to under-ctit 
them ?

Now that the ’ music strike is hut a 
niemory, we avail of this opportunity of 
recording our appreciation of the magni- 
cent manner in which the. strikers 
ducted the campaign. Truly, they made 
a bold' and courageous stand against tbe 
combined forces of a London-Livea'oool 
Music Gyiidieate. During the .pifogress of 
tl» fight nob one single article left or 
was taken to any of the firms iii- dispute, 
epepting in one insitance, Tlie excep
tion referred to occurred towards 'the 
end of the struggle, when a.’ lady, evi
dently in gi’eat' distress, called on the 

. strike committee for a permit (which 
was readily granted) to remove a “ baby 
gi-and ” piano from Messrs.. Pigott. 
The hloekado imtituted by the employ
ees -wa-s Complete in every particular, and 
pays a deserving tribute to the way in 
which the strikers discharged their 
various picketting duties'. No doubt,, the 
fact of the pickets being always on the 
qui-vive was responsible to a large de
gree for tbe success of the strike.

With a joint hoard eetahlislied for the 
inus'ic trade, perhai>s the necessity will 
never arise again for the employees to 
be forced into, taking strike action. At 
the same time -wp feel confident that if 
it ever becomes necessary to have to 
issue a further “call to arms” there 
wiiphe the same spontaneous and gener.

response from all hands, as on tlie 
last occasion.

con-

/

Foyncs,
Branck members are concerned because

Lord Monteagle’s steward will not join 
the Union, Query: AVould tlie steward 
of any “ nehle ” lord be an acquisition?ous
Cattle Pens.

Next week we hope to give some facts 
as to how Messns. Robson and T. B. 
3f‘Connell’s firm pay the toll on cattle 
and other stock.
Flax Scutching.

A moveniont is taking place in Co., 
Alonaghan for the formation of a con
ference between milll owners and woirk- 
ers to regulate wages and conditions. 
Monaghan branch are putting forward an 
application for a rate of 2s. per stone 

, with a £6 bounty.
Gortnahoe.

J We should like to know who is rospon- 
' sible for tho unfair allotment of werk 
' among the roadmen in tlie district. The 
R..D.Q, the county sui’veyor and Hhe 
ganger, all have their particular idlo- 

■ fcyncra.sies.
Dean’s Grange. .

Per,severance rewarded! I Four months’ 
persistent correspondence with ffio 
Waterworks Committee of the Dublin 
C/orporation has at length elicited a re 
ply, Tlie Transport Union nielubers who 
were refused the pre,S(rribed double pay 
for working bank holidays have nowt 
been offered a day’s leave for eadi lioli
day worked.
Cork.

Tho -Mineral AVater Section ha.s ob
tained an advance of 11s. per week, re
trospective from let Juno, a 48-hour 
week, and a half-day. The pleased mem
bers cheerfully suhgc’ribe first week’s ad
vance to the union’s fund.
Newport, Co. Tipp.

A pretty little game! . The Union
makes a domand on Charlie O’Connell 
for his smith and floorsman. Charlie 
looks innocent and says nothing to the 
expectant workmen, but wn-ites to Lib
erty Hall that they have not a.sked for 
any increase. AVon’tworkll " ’ 
Kinsale Junction.

An amicable settlement has been effec
ted of agricultural domand, Avith os.” ad
vance and harvest bonus. A conciliation 
committee under tho presidency of the 
P.P. is set up.
Mallow,

The obstinacy of the guardians in re
fusing to hear a Union representative in 
support of ^the officials’ claims .will ho' 
duly recogni.sed at the next election.
Clonakilty.

'Ihe.settlement of claim of Annan Bay 
mineAvmkers provides increasoe varying 
from os. to 33.; time and a, half over
time; douhlo time

Sack Slaves. • ,
Heartiest congratuIa.tions to'-the 0rls 

in Messrs. Smyth, sack merchants, who 
have, now retui'ned to work, having won 
a meritorious victory after being eight 
weeks ^ on strike. They put iip -a grand 
fight, indeed. For grim determination, 
and as soldiens in industrial .warfare, 
they could give iws, the alleged “stronger 
sexj” a few profitable hints on how to 
combat 'successfully the class that will • 
do anything, for us except get off our 
backs. We, therefore, have much plea- : 
sure in doffing our hats to these ladies 
on their achievement.

.. ,

Egg anit Butter Seotioit.
Qiarlie Byrne, butter merchant, TTeviri The old question: the oussed little 

street, granted the, 7s. advance to his./‘pet” Avho sticks out against all his 
employees;, .yhflsfc another 6s. goes the fellows and “won’t join,” creating an 
way of tlie' inem .engaged, by IMesS'-’S. atmosphere of sweetness like a bluc- 
Lmnas's, cooperage factory. bottle oai a beef-steak! The usual re-

Drapery.
; The claims of the employees in Mesp\s.[f^j.e tlio All-Ircland Conference of the
■ Todd Burns and O’Dea, both estahhsb- 
ments near the Nelson nuisance, havo 
be.en-duly despatched for the “ nece.ssaiy 
action,” a.s the military junkers .would 
put it. ■

Hickey and Co, have conceded Ss/ 
extra to their employees, and Frank Cal- 
daghau and Co. have done ditto in the 
; case of their employees.

Drj^s. ,
Wells, druggists, after a week’s stidke 

of • the men, had to admit defeat, and 
had! to submit to all the indignities and 
indemnities conventionalljy imposed on a 
beaten foe, ■vvliilst a similar fate has to 
be recorded against Barrett, Weistland 
row, wbo, after a one day’s stoppage of 
his enmloyees, made an unconditional 
surrender to the superior Union forces,

Battle-workers.
In tlie Ringsend' sector, bettor known, 

perhaps, as Redmond’s Ridge, the em- 
ployees in tho bottle-making, business 
were perilously near taking atrllce action 
last week-end, in consequence of_ tlie em- 
ployeais* puerile attempt to side-track 
the^men’Si modest claim for better wages.

■ The strike, however, was avertod,^ p 
a result of & conference, and the d^-

>t culty jbas been bridged by the conceas'ion 
d of' an additional dollar to the m'^a’s our*

In resuming woi-k, however, their case 
does not end there. The' settlement has 
been arrived at on Ahe definite mider- 
standing that the whole questioai of 
better wages, not only as it affects 
Smyth’s girls, hut as it affects the em
ployees generally in tho saek-makiing 
line, will be taken up at once thi'ough 
the Merchants’ Trade Association, 
claim for a living minimum wage has 
already been seiwcd on the employers.

At the moment we have a feeling of 
hopefulness that a new econo'mio era is 
well^ witliin ei^t for Dublin’s- sack
making slaves.

Flour Miller.s, held at the Ministry of 
Labour last week, in conjunction with 
the national demand of the flour-milling 
operatives. A representative gathering 
of both the employer’s and the various 
unions interested was preseJit, The dis
cussion lasted for three and a-half hours, 
and the proceedings reached a deadlock 
on practically all tho clau.ses in tho re 
speetive claims.. Eventually it was de
cided to refer the claims in their entirety 
to arbitration, and tlie promise was 
made that the arbitration proceedings 
would, take place immediately.

It is understood that Professor Bailie 
will be iu\ited to act in the e.apacity of 
arbitrator, in view of his dealing on 
toi'mei* occasions with matters of a simi
lar kind in connection with the Irish 
flour-milling industry in all departments.

The impasse thus far reached hardly 
augurs .well for the success of tho lately- 
formed milling .joint industrial’ council. 
But, then, we pertinently ask, can capi
tal,’under the most fovourable condi
tions imaginable, be ever conciliatory to
wards labour ? .

A

Stony-broke, Moryah!
The action of Messrs. BrowUj ottle 

manufacturers, Church street, in lock- 
mg out their employees because tiliey had 
dared to seek a islight improvement in 
tlieii* wages was vicious and callous in the- 
extreme. In acting in tho maimer 
stated, tlie firm might plead a oea’tain 
ftmoimt of justifioatioji were tne wages in 
upera-tion anything like what might he 
togarded as handsome pr reasonable, 
put sxteh by no means was the case. 
Brown’s men wex’e .paid ^ scandalonsly 
low rate of pay. At present 'there is 
hardly (if any) class of labourers in re
ceipt of a wage as miserable a^ tli'at pay-

^ establishment at the date
Cx the lock-outg NOTICE.

No. 3 Branch I.T. & C.W.U.
Applications for the piosition of Clerk 

will be received up to and including fin- 
day next, 12th inst. , Anplicartta are re
quested to give particulars of qualifica
tions, etc., in handwriting, and addressed 
to dem^ry, Branch No, ” 3,’» 74 
Thomas Btreet, Dublin,

„ then, ’twerp Just as widj tha 
|m3 "^phllanthropioA* institution cease, 
to sxistt, when the proprietors allege 
mablhtY to meet the workers’ claiiin, tor 

shillings- extra, to order to pur- 
^ase a Httl® inoi'p woyernment Bubsi-
Shed^.bread*

K-rent rateo.-
MlltOarterfif,

The Mm of - the cify mill-carters for 
‘improved tonnage and load fates was »#-

• 1
work. A 
from town

J, BOHAN* ■ Ho mine and back.
■>

- 
75
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Disp0nsary Doctors
wlio hav© joiiiocl ug all over th© country. 
This ia i6 should bo. .

As th© I'nion devel’opes, th© diinoulty 
and ©oinploxity of th© •vviork of admxi^ 
istration rec^xiires in its officials ar hign 
l©v©l of clerical ability.

The cori'Gspondejijcp dealing with the 
affairs of all these workers scattered over 
400 branches and the financial worlj: of 
the Union are daily increasing in volume 
and importance.

It is the duty"#„Mie woiher who Is 
trained to book woric and th© us© of the 
pen to bring his knowledge and skill to 
.the assistance of his fellows, whose em
ployment and training have . not fitted 
them for the business of Union admin
istration.
■ In many districts indeed branches have 
failed .because- no on© could be found 
capable of doing the secretarial work, 
and many' branches that have lived leave 
much to be desired in this respect.

Some Union ProbleitiisdOTTlNGS FROM ULSTER. 
CFroni Front page.) -j-

Jliat meinbers^of.the C9aetomlder|^

that in January they send such o- depu
tation to male© tlio law© that the local 
wurlnnoa may be pyotocted from oil such 
lmi>ortation8 as that complained of*

Results. . , ,
The results are not yet to hand o the 

many apjfiicatdons'sent to the differont 
employers in tbe city, but by the time 
'<‘Th,e Voice” is published, Upekers— 
Beep Sea-HOarters, Drovers ' Bre^ser- 
Vers,' Bakers, Grist Milt and Seed blares 
well have heard’ the verdict and w"ill take 
action, in aoooTdance,

llRUStI®#
It may interest Ulster readers to hear 

the opuiion. of Uieut.-OoU^
Kelly, V.O. (who in 1917 epmm^d^ the 
Ufc Batt. llWal Inniskilllhg I’u^iera), 
tipon the British interfereii^ m Eussia. 
Writing in f the Daily ' Express ” he
says: I saw the British money poured
out like -water and invaluabte British 
lives sacrificed in baeking up this worth
less army (Russian) end in keepwig an 
power this worthless? Government (the 
Govomment set up in Archai^el), and i 
toeoa.me . convinced that my duty to my 
country lay not in helping to forward a 
mistaken poiiby, but in exposing it ta the 
Bi’ibjshpuWio,” On anotherpage of the
‘‘Telegraph" a liif^ly placed British offl- 

inV«'8 .‘‘Daily Express" repre-

is not the smallest gratltiide 
among Russian officers fighting 
againvst tiie Bolshevists for th© help 

•• given by ns. They ar© - simply oiut to 
restore themselves to power, and no 
ciedit, no- thanks, -v'ill be given to us 
when If ever, they achieve that am-

, bitien." , ^ , ,
It is not so long ago stooo Belfast trains 
were covered 'With. a<Sverti^ments asiihig 
the Ulster boys to g|o to Russia. _ When 
Ids audience show's signs or weariness at 
his- one hundred and ninety-nmm pome 
about Home Rule, the Ulster M.P. raves 
pf the terrors of Bolshevism. It is- re
freshing to And that the truth is begin
ning to trickle tliuongh of the pow'ers 

Med to Bolshevism and the reason, 
onoe agaip. the so-called statesmen 

learn—-you oaanot fool the people all the 
time.

IX —W0RK.

By J. J. HUGHES.

What an unpleasant sound it haa, tins 
word—'Work J It makes us think of 
and strain and wearydipurs whe’n all the 
ei'oeks seem slow, or‘heavy tasks tbat 
stretch out before u.sii]ce a long, straight 
road on a hot daj'. That is, when we aa'c 
working for soffi&body else’-s gain at a 
job w© dislike, which, is the lot of the 
everyday worker.

It's a. different story when a man is 
w'wking for-himself or has a ohance of 
working at something that sidts'Ids gifts. 
The plotter on Idi i>lot beholds with J >y 
the succulent lettaoe <yr the smiling 
•j^uds, the produce of his todl, nor recks 
th© la-bom* that brings hhn such gifts of 
nattire.

Tlie horseman, the chauffeur, the skilled 
mechanic, the born teacher wall some
times foi'gfc he is a wace-sla^'e when en
gaged on something that interests him. 
Work that appeals to the heart or the 
mind becomes a pleasure and a gain. Un
congenial work done for a living is

? Ym can order us about mimvjay 
f that feeling of mastery that hoss^ 
r ship gives, ^ Order us to Mnd you 
f these 'boohs. They mil open the 
r eyes of the wage slaves you worh 
\ • among and so

1
i

A Place for All.
. We ■ therefore welcome the brain

worker to ,our ranks equally witti the 
manual 'worker. Each has nis part to_ 
fill, each completes the other, and both 
are entitled to the same rights and con
sideration from the Union m return for 
the same loyalty and .service.

;The work of the I.T. «fc G.W.U. is the 
very worthiest to w'hich the members’ 
talents can .be •applied. Ttie Union is 
striving to help the poor to help them
selves, and to help one another.

It teaches, them to w'ork, fight and 
make sacrifices for one another.

It intends as the erowm of its Work 
to abolish poverty,' the source of such 
misery and degradation.

This programme embraces all that is 
.best in the preachings of Sinn Eeih and 
of Oiristiaiiity understood as social 
forces.

Here is a wholesome outlet for all th© 
energy and intelligence we can’ muster. 
Talk of ‘‘killing two binds with one 
stone." When 'we make a success of the 
Union’ work, everything else will fol
low, p osperity, personal , and national, 
freedom, personal and political, and the 
fine tilings of life will nourish verdantly 
in a congenial atmosphere.

ABOIISH THE BOSS
EoonomWjPfscontent (Father T. 3,

... ............. ... ... id.
Sooialism Made Easy (James Goa. 

Holly)A BurdM and a Degradation,
Under Capitalism tl^ average worker 

is a squai'e peg 'ih a roam'd hole. Some of 
the surgeons we have might have made 
good carpenters (workers in wood instead 
of bone) only for their parents, while no 
doubt a few of ^our dockers .would have 
ddn© Well as clergymen only it cost so 
muoh to go to c(6'lmge. The reason work 
ia unpopular is because lt’«’eompulsoay, 
and you’ve little or no Choice, You take 
what you get, and make what you caln 
of it.. ■*

Two changes we have to ihake when we 
get tliat Workers’ Republic ar-e—^free
dom for all to choose their work acoord- 
ing -bo their gi^ with a chance to qualify 
for same, tind'^^iblic service as the driv-, 
ing force in lieu of private profit. But 
under tho workers’ regime as under the 
'bosses, work -will be compulsory. The 
idle rich as well as the idle wits, the ex
ploiters of every -dass and onoupation, 
will got a chance of doing their bit for 
their felloavs cr practising MoFadden’s- 
hunger-cure.

••• 2lli•••
polltfos of Capitalism (Jl T. Wi^lton 

• JSTewbold, M.A*) - ••• •«. 2d« * 1 
Sciantifio Sooialism (William Paul) \cer

Sd.
Postaga id. each, extra, or th#'lot 

post' freo for ... ... ... Ilil.»•*

Trade Union WagesGood Work

• ’JPhonei848.

Court Laundry
HABCOURT ST., DUBLIN

Specialists in Linen Washing. 
Pioneers ol prf^t-Sharing in 
Ireland, Van Collections and 
Deliveries every week in City . 

and‘>Suburbs

opp
and

%

The aftermath in meath.
----- - .-s

. Gleaning up After the Bi» Sweep.When all Work,'
and all work for all, and all have access 
to the fruits of the labour of all, our 
working .hours can be' cut .dow'n by Jbalf. 
“Those who do nob wo-rk, neitlieriV'Shall 
they eat,’’ said St. Paul. The workers 
in Russia -have taken St.' Raul down fro-m 
tile shelf and are p'utting him into prac
tice, so there’s a row going on out there. 
No wonder the idle neh of England 
spending your money and mine getting 
the Esthonians to shoot the Bolshies 
down. If there was too much St. Paul 
in England some people would be inoon- 
venieAced, so the bad example in Russia 
has to be stamped out 'before it spreads.

There’s not room enough in the 
“Voice" to even refer* to work in all its 
phase.?. We just have space for an ap
plication or two of some general pfin- 
cipies.

davan. . .
' Th© x'emarkable recovery of this branch • 
is .an excellent illustration of what can 
be done by “ nourishment," • ©.specially 
when our special brand -of “ self-deber- 
mination" is uSed. ' • „ ,

The “ City Fathers^" grant of “ 5s. 
and a half-holiday" to their-emplpyeos 
gav© otHier “bosses" a good headline, 
while their refusal to give “ the crmvn " 
to a “ blackleg " gave rise to susp'ipions 
that “there is something in a Union 
after all. , , ,

That band will be heard to advantage 
shortly, if only in “ a big drum 8olo.’( 

Thos© -workers’ -houses,. too. There s a 
lot of chaps won’t join a “ Union ’’ (^y© 
know w'hat I’m coming at) till they re 
built. Some of them w-iH “ blackleg ” it 
till the Cathedral starts.^

W© want a few Oounoillors for 1920—■ 
workers only need apply,.

Red Flag.
W© didn’t Im'ow fife hands used music. 

The only form in which the R©d_ Flag air 
is avaiia.bile| in Staff' notation is iu the 
sonig-book issued bj': the Proletarian 
■School, 690 Argyle Street, Glasgow. (7d.)

‘‘ATI Honourabie Men."
One of th© objections that the M.F.A. 

had to negotiating with the I.T. and 
G.W.U. was (so said their vdee-ehair- 
mati) that ive “never kept an agree- 
ment." He implied that the farmers 
had a very high standard of honour in 
this respect. Wiiat has Mr Mulvany 
now to say. on .the subject? What does 
he -tfcinl? of his “East Meath" branch? 
Mr. See. Kelly _ has apparently suc
ceeded in inducing his members to 
ignore the (settlement. The war is,

«•are
Prompt DespatchIrish Material*

P.QUINN & 00.
honourable gents were until lecently I ■
keen on adhering to ‘‘whatever .terms CHTJEGH ST., BELFAST;
our Union offef's ” ' Now, they repudiate

The Only IRISH, Makers
•fchey have been so insistent in “deplor- . ■ OF
ing’’ when it could be prebm'led that '
it was forced umi. them by tbe Tran. METAL ENAMEL BADGES
sport Union, W© are confident, how
ever, that before many more days pass 
they will have changed their tune to a- 
prayer, and the prayers will be “Give 
us peace in our,time, 0 Lord!”

Who Are the Workers?
A'man unloading grain from a ship is 

doing work, biit so is every one else who 
helps in. the disposal of the grain, and 
eveiyone one else who earns his living by 
helping to keep the grain worker alive 
and fit.

The -clerk wlio tallies^ the grain is a 
worker, and so is the dairyman who sup-; 
plies the docker’s milk, the insurance .The Reoaioitran-ts. 
agent ■who calls to his house, the surgeoni geveral g.iuwiers in other /areas are 

® 1 istiil wealing war-paint and feathers,
the teacher who‘drills his lAildren. the Here are names of ' sqme whose 

1- his 'boss s gams, feathers have to .be bleached:—
and the journalist who writes the letters sir N. Everard, Navan (i(%o was

a(5cording to the nature of his work, but 
every intelligent grain-worker know-s ._j|^®tcher, 
that ail wage-earners are his fellow- ^®yan
workers and eligible for membership ■of’Darcy Thompson, J.P., Trim, 
the Transport Union. Barbour,'Trimblestowm, Trim. '

Some are manual workers,, and have no ! .Randa! Plunkatt (aliae Lord Dun- 
turn for the pen. Others are mental sany).
'workers, and are not adopted for bodily* ' Segrave, of Ratlifeigh, Tara, 
labour. Others again can do their share Wilkinson, of Kiimessan. 
of both. All are workers,, even though Geraghty, of Kiimessan.

• some of the work they do is not as use- , Gilpin, of Kilcock 
ful Or as necessary as the-work the docker Morrln, of Dunshauahlm ‘ ' does. Under a proper social system, the * anri’Hoe ‘ .
insurance agent and half the clerical fim-tria, - i.i
workers would bo employed at useful pro* is another m-
ductive swork instead of their present ^ ^
"CM" oco„patiau=. ' SSA

out its instniction, now, de^te -me 
agreement ’that binds him, offers his one 
enmloyee 26s. a -w'oek and £2 bonus.

Smyth is a land hog -w'ho has several 
farms and a sawmill,-and—one employee. 
He IS a case for the Irish Industries *Dei 
velopment Association,.

IPECIAL TERMS, TO

IRISH TRADE ARD LABQDR UHIOHS 

‘ASK FOR PRICES,
V

FOLEY'S KAA SECOND-HAND BICYCUES, badiM’ 
D.UU ited Gent's; Price £4 10s. Od., Sit lOs. 
Od., £6 IOb. Od,,' £7 lOsM. to £0 10a.. Od.; oar- 
riago paid.- Also 600 stove-enamelled 
all Bises. ladles' and gent'e; Tr^ido suppuw. 
Ne'vr Cover* from 6/-, 6/6, 9/-, 12/-, 16/-. 
from 2/6, 3/6, 4/6, 6/-, carriage paid, ,
Haohines from 11 to 15 gns.j 
and brooka* Saddles. No shortage of any 
teing.

DWYER, 4 tV) ARRAN QUAY, DUBLIK,

25 BACHELOR’S WALK 
FOR 

EVERY 
THIKO 
in the

of Ardmulchan Oastle.

Td.,ram.." W»tt, nnMB.-< ■
^Typewriter & Duplicating Line* GEORGE, WATT, Ltd.,

millwrights,engineers and
SOHO WORKS.

BRIOGEFOOT street, DUBLIN.
Estimates, given for Repair and Supply 

for all classes of Maohinory.

DEAFNESS
AND NOISES IN THE HEAD,

0owre« ot apparently " bopelesS " oaaee have 
been completely cured by 'ttie well-knoTTn 
“ Erenoh Orlene.” NOTHING EQUALS THIS 
RlMPIdl BKMEDY. Price S/8 per Box. 

“Booklet Ere*.

I'ORLENE' CD., Station Rd., Croydon, ENG.
Any good, olaaa Druggiat can. O'btoln. this 

-remedy to’yew order, or it can. be obtained 
dlreot from n* upon receipt of cost.

‘ THE IRISH HOMESTBAD.’’
k WedOy Jbnxnal tounded by Sir H*rw , 
Plunkett, keep* yon la touoli vrltk !
linrlmHttral EoonomlO*-. R i* '
only by Babiotlptlon, IW. • yoari 5«. 
r«Kr (post Ire®), fpom th® Manager, m 
fnidieirlok DuMia.

EDITED BY “M.”

The Genstis of Union Kdomborshlp 
for June 80 last is, now available, and 
illustrates these points very forcibly in
deed. The Union has now become %e 
property of well over 100,000 people en
gaged in 120 occupations.

‘whereas a few years ago its strength 
lay in the Transport ■w'-erkers, at the pre
sent time by far the largest body enrolled 
in its ranks ate the farm labourers, and 
fully half its total strength work at th© 
produetdon or distribution oh. rood.

There are als© more members now em
ployed In various industries from build
ing to glove-making than in Transport 
and fuel oombined. So that the older 
members, whose loyalty and sacrifices 
liave made and kept the Union, are wit
nessing a> complete change in its char
acter andi scope.

In addition to all these manual work
ers, there are some thousands of non- 

, mattuai wotkera from clerks to

DUNBOYNE BRANCH DjElAW.
1st Rrize, No. 440, John MacWilliainis, 

donee; 2nd, No. 928, J. Me^e, May- 
nooth; 3rd, No. 224, Mrs. Reilly, Cush- 
ensto-wn,—RBlD, Secretary..

4STREET PIOtURB HOUSE.

eVERT ITEM
National SrifSt 
Assurance
S n ro i tt’-lu Prospeotus and Agency. term
90CI8iy post free on reamwh . ,-

mCKSfSt. Andrew St,

ON OUR PROGRAMME

MERITS YOUR APPROVAL. Liberty .Cafe.—Owned W the Hotel 
and Restaurant Braneh I.T. & G.W.U. 
Open 7,80 a.m. to 7.80 p.m, 81 Eden 
Quay, Dublin. . '

HEAD 0E L * C T R I Q T H e A T R E|
45 TALBOT STKEET. DUBLIN, •

m R NnwEppfHw#

IN ,HOT WEATHER a tlMimpoo cooli 
ami refrethsk Rnd guards sgsinst ths 
tnRKditrous lummer ooldi. MALLON, 
38 idsn Quay, Pubiitu

Wt Hevs Always r 
FIRST TIME TO DUBLIN 

FUm on Show Hsrs.

j

COUPON.
Discount IS. 8d. in the £l< '
Twelve Coupons like this 
entitle you to a reduc
tion of Id. on every sbil- 
lingaworth.
8.P.1, 42 N. Gt. George's 

Street, Dublin,
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